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Whiskey Harbor on Lake Huron, taken at the 
Kernan Memorial Nature Sanctuary in Huron 
County. Photo by Jason Steel
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Established in 1952, the Michigan Nature Association is a non-profit conservation 
organization committed to the protection and maintenance of special natural 
areas throughout the state. Through land acquisition and stewardship, MNA 
works to protect the rare and endangered plants and animals that reside in these 
areas, and promotes a program of natural history and conservation education. 
For nearly 60 years, MNA has worked to acquire and protect more than 170 
nature sanctuaries from the northern tip of the U.P. to the Indiana/Ohio border.

 A view of Memorial Falls taken at 
the Twin Waterfalls Nature Sanctuary 
in Munising and the grand prize 
winner of the MNA Photo Contest. 
Photo by Neal Weaver



Meeting the ChallengeTable of Contents

Dear Friends,

Sixty years ago, a group of spirited individuals who cared deeply about the natural 
heritage of our state set out to make a difference. And what a difference they made. 

From that bold beginning, the organization they founded grew to include like-minded 
citizens from across the state. The Michigan Nature Association’s members, donors 
and volunteers have built a remarkable network of more than 170 nature sanctuaries 
across the state - the largest statewide network of natural areas established and 
maintained by a non-profit conservation organization in Michigan. From the 
northernmost tip of the Upper Peninsula to the southern border of Michigan, you are 
never far from finding beauty and tranquility in nature.

We encourage you to take a few moments to reflect on all that your support has made 
possible. 2011 has been an exciting year for MNA; highlights include:

•	 Completing the largest single land protection project in MNA history, the 600-
acre Kenneth R. Luneack Nature Sanctuary in the northern Lower Peninsula in 
collaboration with the J.A. Woollam Foundation and The Nature Conservancy.

•	 Strengthening our stewardship program, including holding 105 volunteer 
workdays around the state, conducting prescribed burns at ten sanctuaries and 
completing seven visitor accommodation projects.

•	 Expanding our commitment to community-based conservation, including 
establishing a full-time position in the Upper Peninsula focused on organizing 
local stewardship efforts. 

Much work remains to be done, and we have ambitious plans for 2012. But with the 
generous support of our members, donors and volunteers, we are confident we can 
meet the challenge and continue MNA’s proud tradition of protecting Michigan’s 
natural treasures.  

Thank you again for your continued support.

Steve Kelley
President

Garret Johnson
Executive Director
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From Bold Beginnings

60 Years of Conservation

Under the visionary leadership of Bertha Daubendiek, what started 
six decades ago as a small bird study group became a statewide 
land conservation organization. From that bold beginning, MNA’s 
members, donors and volunteers built a remarkable statewide 
network of more than 170 nature sanctuaries across Michigan. 

MNA’s network of more than 170 nature 
sanctuaries and plant preserves across the 
state of Michigan.

A white pine at the Estivant Pines 
Nature Sanctuary in Keweenaw County. 
Photo by Marilyn Keigley

1960s 1980s 2000s

What started in 
1951 as a bird 
watching group 
signs Articles of 
Incorporation

1952
MNA joins the Save the 
Pines campaign, and 

acquires one of its first 
crown jewels: the Estivant 
Pines Nature Sanctuary

1970s
MNA creates nearly 40 
new nature sanctuaries, 

including many that 
will become the most 

frequently visited

1990s
MNA now 

protects more 
than 10,000 
acres of land 

across the state

2011

The organization acquires 
its first ten properties, 

including the first Upper 
Peninsula property

Twin Waterfalls in 
Munising becomes 
the 100th property 
protected by MNA

MNA joins the Michigan 
Karst Conservancy as 

co-owner of the Mystery 
Valley Nature Sanctuary

Perhaps no other place symbolizes the spirit 
of Bertha Daubendiek better than the Estivant 
Pines Nature Sanctuary on the Keweenaw 
Peninsula. The sanctuary encompasses 508 
acres and includes one of the largest stands of 
old-growth white pine remaining in Michigan. 
Some trees are 400 to 600 years old, have 
trunks that measure three-to-five feet in 
diameter, and achieve heights of 120 feet.

Earlier this year Dave Schneider, city editor 
of the Marquette Mining Journal, visited 
Estivant Pines. In a column he wrote about 
the time he spent there, he said, “Although 
[Bertha] Daubendiek passed away in 2005 at 
the age of 89, I think she would take great 
pleasure in knowing the organization she 
worked so hard to create continues to flourish 
and carry on her vision.”
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Saving Our Natural Treasures

2011 Land Protection Projects

Michigan is blessed with extraordinary natural beauty. Surrounded 
by such beauty, it is easy to overlook what is being lost as landscapes 
around us change and habitat is fragmented. MNA is dedicated 
to permanently protecting land that provides critical habitat for 
rare, threatened and endangered species and natural communities. 

Bender Creek flows through the 
Genevieve Casey Nature Sanctuary, part 
of the 2011 addition to the sanctuary. Photo 
by Brad Hyde

Whiskey Harbor at the Kernan Memorial 
Nature Sanctuary in Huron County. Photo 
by Jason Steel

Kenneth R. Luneack 
Nature Sanctuary

Genevieve Casey Nature 
Sanctuary Addition

Edna S. Newnan Trust 
Property Donation

Carl E. McAlvay Memorial 
Plant Preserve Addition

Five Lakes Muskegon Nature 
Sanctuary Land Trade

Oscoda County

Donation of an easement on 
600 acres by the Kenneth 
R. Luneack Living Trust, in 
collaboration with the J.A. 
Woollam Foundation and
The Nature Conservancy

Oceana County

Purchase of 30 acres 
adjacent to MNA’s existing 

sanctuary, for improved 
protection and buffering of 
freshwater habitat (shown 

in photo above)

St. Clair County

Donation of 87.5 
acres, along with 

additional funding for 
stewardship activities, 
donated by the Edna 

S. Newnan Trust

Alcona County

Donation by the J.A. 
Woollam Foundation
of an additional 3.5 

acres to a plant 
preserve protecting 
mixed conifer forest

Muskegon County

Land trade with the Eagle 
Group, that improves 

the long-term ecological 
integrity of the sanctuary 
and protects more rare 

coastal plain marsh

Thousands of plants, animals and natural 
communities are native to Michigan, including 
some found nowhere else in the world. The 
vision of MNA’s founders still guides the  
organization today: protecting our state’s 
special natural areas for future generations.  

MNA focuses on protecting the rare, 
threatened and endangered species and 
natural communities that play such a vital 
role in Michigan’s rich natural heritage. 
Today, MNA’s network of nature sanctuaries 

encompasses more than 10,000 acres of some 
of the finest forests, prairies, wetlands and 
other native habitats found in Michigan.

There are numerous organizations working 
to protect land in Michigan. However, MNA 
distinguishes itself as the state’s first non-
profit dedicated to land protection. MNA 
has protected vulnerable lands in 58 of 
Michigan’s 83 counties, and remains the 
only statewide land protection organization 
devoted solely to Michigan.
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Being Good Stewards of the Land

MNA’s network of sanctuaries encompasses 
more than 10,000 acres of forests, prairies, 
wetlands and other native habitats across 
the state. Today, our sanctuaries protect a 
majority of Michigan’s rare, threatened and 
endangered species. 

Because there are MNA sanctuaries in 58 
of Michigan’s 83 counties, MNA mobilizes a 
statewide network of hundreds of volunteers 
to help us monitor and responsibly manage 
the land we protect. All MNA sanctuaries are 

monitored to avoid misuse, abuse, destruction 
of resources and/or conflicts with neighbors. 
Monitoring reports are prepared by stewards 
for each sanctuary annually.

To better understand our stewardship 
responsibilities, MNA staff and volunteers 
are currently cooperating with a number of 
researchers from universities and government 
agencies on endangered species surveys, 
invasive species monitoring and other 
ecological research projects. 

At MNA, sound stewardship is one of our most important 
tasks. Our decades of experience with rare habitats and 
endangered plants and animals gives us the necessary 
expertise to ensure their protection, so that future generations 
can experience first-hand our state’s rich natural heritage.

At the Dowagiac Woods Nature 
Sanctuary, MNA is working with support 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to replant 14,000 trees on what used to 
be southern mesic forest with oak and 
hickory trees, in the hope that shade 
trees will restore the forest system.

The majestic southern mesic forest, 
including  American beech and maple 
trees, is native to the area but has 
been degraded over time by decades 
of logging and agriculture.

Stewardship coordinator Andrew Bacon 
gives a presentation on work being done at 
the Dowagiac Woods Nature Sanctuary. 
Photo by Matt Hund

 
The Pine River at Brennan Memorial 

Nature Sanctuary in St. Clair County. Photo 
by Jason Steel

A Year in Numbers

105

10
29

14
54

7

Volunteer workdays organized at 
nature sanctuaries across the state

Nature sanctuaries with grant-funded 
projects completed in 2011

Hours worked by MNA volunteers in 
2011, including volunteer workdays

Sanctuaries with ongoing invasive 
species control projects and initiatives

Hikes and field trips led by MNA at 
nature sanctuaries across the state

Large-scale accessibility projects 
completed at nature sanctuaries

Sanctuaries with successful prescribed 
burns of prairie and/or fen habitat

3,067

40 8Management plans finalized to 
better protect nature sanctuaries

Youth stewardship projects completed, 
including Eagle Scouts

13 Ecological research projects conducted 
by partners at nature sanctuaries

Forest Restoration
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Engaging Local Partners
A sense of community brings people together for a common 
cause, and enables individuals to have a greater impact. 
Community is at the heart of what MNA does, and how 
MNA operates. By working together to protect threatened 
landscapes, everybody wins, especially future generations.

By engaging the community and local 
partners, MNA is able to accomplish otherwise 
unattainable goals. One such example is our 
partnership with Diamond Die and Mold Co. 
in Clinton Township. JoAnn Hinds, owner 
of Diamond Die, has been an MNA member 
and donor and has supported numerous MNA 
projects over the years. 

As a business leader, she knows the 
importance of maintaining a sense of 
community, both for her business and her 
workforce. That is why she encourages her 
employees to attend volunteer workdays, 
even going so far as to give them paid time off 
in exchange for helping MNA at the Wilcox 
Warnes Nature Sanctuary in Macomb County.

On the Keweenaw Peninsula where MNA 
has worked for decades, MNA has 18 nature 
sanctuaries in Keweenaw and Houghton 
Counties. Local communities see them as 
assets, as well as important natural areas. 
Picturesque properties like Estivant Pines 
and MNA sanctuaries on Brockway Mountain 
attract tourists and welcome attention. 

To help spur interest, MNA published 
Walking Paths and Protected Areas of the 
Keweenaw, a popular guidebook to the 
region’s protected lands and the hikes that 
will take you there. And earlier this year, 
MNA was pleased to donate funds to support 
Eagle Harbor Township’s exciting effort to 
conserve more land on Brockway Mountain.

From the first time 
John Workman met 
with MNA, he has 
been a supporter of 
land protection. John 
and the company he 
co-founded, the Eagle 
Group,  have engaged 
in numerous projects 
with MNA, including a land trade in 
2011 to protect rare coastal plain marsh 
in Muskegon County.   

As part of a $10 million deal that 
created more than 150 jobs in the 
Muskegon area, MNA received a parcel 
of land that not only protects rare 
habitat, but also creates better access 
to the existing sanctuary.  

The Five Lakes Muskegon Nature 
Sanctuary in the western Lower Peninsula 
is home to one of Michigan’s rarest natural 
communities, coastal plain marsh. Photo 
from the MNA Archives

Autumn at the Lefglen Nature Sanctuary 
in Jackson County. Photo by John Bagley

Finding Win-Win Solutions

“It is through cooperation with private, 
governmental and conservation organizations that 
we can all reach our goals.”

~ Edward A. Kisiel, Eagle Harbor 
Township Supervisor (Keweenaw County)
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People Making a Difference
MNA relies on people from across the state to accomplish our goals, 
and your support leaves a lasting legacy on Michigan’s landscape. 
Support through the years has also helped MNA become an enduring 
institution, one that will remain effective for many years to come.

In the fall, MNA supporters came together 
to celebrate the accomplishments and 
commitment of those who have made MNA 
what it is today, and to recognize those who 
are making outstanding contributions to our 
future success. 

Many shared inspiring stories about early 
involvement with MNA. Like Ted Soldan, 
who told the audience about how he and his 
wife, Alice, have been members of MNA 

since 1989 and have dedicated their time and 
efforts to protecting the magnificent species 
and land at Estivant Pines Nature Sanctuary 
in Keweenaw County. And Dave Wanty, who 
gets in his car and drives for more than an 
hour each way in order to help MNA with 
legal files and preparing  for accreditation.

These are just a few of the hundreds of 
extraordinary people who give so generously 
to make the organization what it is today.

Pat Andring, a member and volunteer, 
enjoys a picnic at the Barvicks Sand 
Dunes Nature Sanctuary in southwest 
Michigan. Photo by Matt Hund

A blue-eyed Mary, photographed at 
the Dowagiac Woods Nature Sanctuary 
in southwestern Michigan. Photo by 
Barbara Burke

A collection of photos from our 2011 
volunteer days, including work days to 
manage invasive species, improve trails, 
survey species, and restore natural 
processes such as burn regime. Photos 
by stewardship staff

2011 Volunteer Awards
Volunteer of the 

Year Awards 
Mason and Melvin 

Schafer Distinguished 
Service Awards

Richard W. Holzman 
Awards

Matt Gorentz
Paul and Sue McEwen

Sharon McIlnay
Tom Miller

Ted and Alice Soldan
Dave Wanty

Ann Biek and Carl Biek

Mason (posthumously)
and Melvin Schafer

Edna S. Newnan
(posthumously)

James Buschmann

Mary Ann Czechowski
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1We would like to thank the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the J.A. Woollam Foundation, The 
Nature Conservancy, the Consumers Energy 
Foundation, the Leuthold Foundation, REI, Inc., 
and our other partners for their assistance in 2011.

Getting Real Results

1. Protecting Brockway Mountain
Supported Eagle Harbor Township in 
its efforts to better protect Brockway 
Mountain, home of MNA’s Rooks Memorial 
and Klipfel Memorial Nature Sanctuaries 
in Keweenaw County

2. First Full-Time U.P. Staff
Created MNA’s first full-time regional 
stewardship organizer position in the 
Upper Peninsula and hired Adrienne Bozic 

3. Echo Lake Nature Sanctuary
Coordinated land management and 
protection efforts with The Nature 
Conservancy at this jointly-protected 
sanctuary in Marquette County

4. Monkeyflower Research
Secured funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for an endangered species survey at the 
Epoufette Bay Nature Sanctuary in Mackinac County

5. Invasive Species Control
Amazing volunteers removed invasive species at 
sanctuaries across the state, including at the Fred 
Dye Nature Sanctuary in Mackinac County

6. Kenneth R. Luneack Nature Sanctuary
Created a 600-acre sanctuary with the Kenneth R. 
Luneack Living Trust, The Nature Conservancy and 
the J.A. Woollam Foundation

7. Sanctuary Expansion
Purchased an additional 30 acres of land to better 
protect sensitive habitat and species at the Genevieve 
Casey Nature Sanctuary in Oceana County

A snowy scene from the Green River 
Nature Sanctuary. Photo by John Porter

9



8. Coastal Plain Marsh Protected
Traded land with the Eagle Group to better 
protect rare coastal plain marsh habitat at 
MNA’s Five Lakes Muskegon N.S.

9. Prescribed Burns
Conducted controlled burns at ten 
sanctuaries across Michigan, including 
Newaygo Prairie, to simulate a natural fire 
regime and assist native vegetation

10. Saginaw Wetlands N.S.
Completed a LIP grant project to conduct 
a prescribed burn and control invasives in 
Huron County

11. Accreditation Technician
Established a full-time position to coordinate 
efforts of MNA staff and volunteers toward  
achieving our goal of accreditation

12. Youth Stewardship
Coordinated eight youth stewardship 
projects, including three Eagle Scout 
projects at the Dauner Martin Nature 
Sanctuary in Genesee County

13. Burr Plant Preserve
Conducted a prescribed burn to fight 
invasives at the Clifford R. and Calla C. Burr 
Memorial in Oakland County

14. Phragmites Control
Completed a project to control invasive 
phragmites at Lakeville Swamp in Oakland 
County with funding from a LIP grant

15. New Sanctuary in St. Clair Co.
Acquired 87.5 acres of land along with 
additional funding to establish and manage 
stewardship activities at a brand new nature 
sanctuary in St. Clair County, donated by 
the Edna S. Newnan Trust

16. Big Valley N.S.
Completed a LIP grant project to conduct 
a prescribed burn and control invasive 
species like autumn olive at the sanctuary 
in Oakland County

17. Black Swallowwort Control
Participated in the black swallowwort 
control collaborative involving sanctuaries 
in southeastern Michigan including the Big 
Valley Nature Sanctuary in Oakland County

18. Improved Access
Completed seven large-scale accessibility 
projects across Michigan, including a new 
parking area, trailhead and updated trails 
at the Wilcox Warnes Nature Sanctuary in 
Macomb County; financially supported by a 
grant from REI

19. Butternut Creek N.S.
Completed a LIP grant project to conduct a 
prescribed burn and control woody growth 
in Van Buren County

20. Reed Canary Grass Control
Managed glossy buckthorn and reed canary 
grass at the Hamilton township Coastal 
Plain marsh in Van Buren County with 
funding from an MDNR LIP grant

21. Dowagiac Woods N.S.
Secured funding from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to plant 14,000 trees as part 
of a reforestation project in Cass County

22. Glossy Buckthorn Removal
Completed projects to control invasive 
glossy buckthorn at the Palmer Memorial 
and Wilkie Memorial Plant Preserve in 
Kalamazoo County

23. Prescribed Burns
Conducted controlled burns at ten 
sanctuaries across Michigan, including at 
the Betty and Ralph Campbell Memorial 
Plant Preserve at Helmer Brook, to simulate 
a natural fire regime that would have 
occured historically 

24. Lefglen N.S.
Secured funding from a WHIP grant to 
conduct a prescribed burn and control 
woody encroachment at the sanctuary in 
Jackson County

25. Prairie Fen Restoration
Continued the restoration of the prairie fen 
at Goose Creek in Lenawee County that 
was previously overgrown with invasive  
species like glossy buckthorn

26. Deer Browse Survey
Conducted a research project looking 
at browse pressure by white-tailed deer 
at eight sanctuaries in lower Michigan 
including the Sarah Jane’s Nature 
Sanctuary in Hillsdale County, taking steps 
that will lead to a management plan

27. Powell Memorial N.S.
Secured funding from a WHIP grant to 
generate and implement a future plan to 
control invasive species at the sanctuary in 
Lenawee County

Find out more about 
volunteer workdays 

by visiting us online at 
www.michigannature.org 
or contact us by calling 

(866) 223-2231.

A member of the MNA burn crew lighting 
a prescribed burn of a nature sanctuary. 
Photo from the MNA Archives

Ted Soldan working on an accessibility 
project at the Estivant Pines Nature 
Sanctuary in Keweenaw County. Photo 
from the MNA Archives
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Thank You to Our Supporters

$500,000+

$10,000-$499,999

$1,000-$9,999

MNA receives generous support from thousands 
of individuals across Michigan, and some from 
across the country. Every gift to MNA makes 
a difference. We thank each and every one of 
our supporters for their dedication to saving 
Michigan’s natural treasures for future generations.

A showy orchis at a nature sanctuary in 
southwestern Michigan. Photo by Aaron Strouse

MNA is very appreciative of the contributions of each and every member, donor 
and volunteer. We made every attempt to be accurate in our list, which includes 
donations made between March 1, 2010 and October 31, 2011; any name not 
included was done so unintentionally and we apologize for the omission.
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Bob and Judy Kelly
Bertha Kelsey

Mason Schafer was one of MNA’s most 
tireless contributors and volunteers. He personally 
purchased and then donated hundreds of acres 
to MNA, helping to establish nature sanctuaries 
around the state. Mason also left a significant 
bequest to MNA by transferring funds from his 
Individual Retirement Account to MNA.

In honor of Mason and his family, MNA recently 
renamed our largest sanctuary the Schafer Family 
Nature Sanctuary at Roach Point.

Thank You to Our Supporters

Leaving a Lasting Legacy



Melville Kennedy
Judy Kepler
Keweenaw Adventure Company, L.L.C
Keweenaw Gem and Gift
Keweenaw Mountaineering
Margaret King
Elizabeth Kinney
Terry Kinzel and Sue Ellen Kingsley
John and JoAnne Kleis
Bruce Klosner
Don Klotz Jr.
Leah Knapp, D.V.M.
Thomas and Judith Knox
Marjorie Kohler
John Kohring
Kim Kolb
Katherine Kole
Richard and Ann Kraft
Diane Krause
Joe Kravetz
Jon and Nancy Kreple
Kroger Community Rewards
Jacquelyn and Edward Kubiszewski
Leslie Kuhn
Jerry and Judith Kulka
Ponon Kumar
Elizabeth Lacey
David and Jacqueline Lancaster
Jack and Nancy Lapinski
Ann Larimore
Pamela and Lee Larson
Glenn Latinen
Frank Lautner
Diane Learner
Larry Ledebur and Susan Whitelaw
Don Leduc and Susan Coley
John Lehman and Maureen Delaney-Lehman
Bill and Nancy Leonard
Frances Lewis
John and Janet Lindgren
Richard Lipke

Carol Litt
Little Traverse Bay Band of Ottawa Indians
David Lixey
Lizabeth and Robert Lott
Edward Lowe Foundation 
David Lusk and Deborah Bodner
Melissa Luttrell and Clifton Clark
Jack Lutz
Jim and Elizabeth Mackey
Rick and Eileen Mahu
Dan Manternach 
Joanne Manternach
John and Winifred Marcum
Marquette Food Co-op
Seth, Sherry, Kai and Quinn Martin
Fred Matthaei Jr.
Jane Maxted
Alex Mayer and Suzanne VanDam
Edith Maynard and John Allen 
George and Nancy Maze
Caroline McCollom
JB McCombs and Grace Menzel
James McEwan
Tom McGettrick
Laura and Kevin McMahon
Barbara Mead
Nelson  and Catherine Meade
Al Menk
James Mertens
Jill and Paul Messing
Barbara Metting
Michigan Restaurant Services, Inc. 
Michigan Technological University
Jeffrey Middaugh
Ryan and Amanda Mihelich
Jennifer and Gary Miller
Robert Miller
Tracy Miller 
Helen Milliken
Jill Miner
Jean Moeller

Michael and Eleonor Moore
Margaret Ann Reed Moran
Clay Morgan
Robert and Mary Ellen Morrison
Anja Mueller
Patrick and Christine Muldoon
Craig and Nancy Mullenbrock
James Munro
Jack Murchie and Carol Becker
Narda Murphy
George and Beverly Musselman
Scott and Barbara Myckowiak
Richard and Linda Myers
Joe and June Nelson
Ms. Catherine Niessink
Elaine and Richard Noake
Martha Oleski
Artur and Ewa Ostrowski
Ronald and Mary Jo Paler
Jeannine Palms and Dale Petty
Leanor and David Papai
Richard and Mary Paul

Charles and Sun Ok Pearson
David Peirce and Diane Lagaipa Peirce
Constance Peltier
Janice Pelzer
Ralph and Rebecca Pernice
David and Janie Peters
Glenn and Ellen Peterson
Thom Peterson
Rosemary Philip
Barbara Philips Michel
Jim and Betsy Pifer
Joe Pitlanish
Playmakers
Dr. James R. Pochert
Henry and Lana Pollack
Dorothy Pollock
John Porter
Doreen Poupard
Mary Pratt
Stephen G. Price
Ron and Helen Priest
Allan Puplis and Debra Hohnenberg

Thank You to Our Supporters

Hildegard Wintergerst, a long-time member 
passed away due to cancer late last year at age 86, 
leaving MNA an extraordinary bequest of more than 
half a million dollars. Although she is no longer with 
us, Hildegard will be remembered by her friends at 
MNA, and her special gift will continue to benefit 
Michigan’s natural areas for many years to come.

Joseph K. Ritter III was a resident of Cassopolis 
who became involved with MNA when Dowagiac 

Woods was being saved in the early 1980s.  Joe remained a life-long 
member and a Guardian of the Future (the MNA planned giving program), 
leaving MNA a bequest of half a million dollars. We are proud to announce 
the naming of our 2008 addition to the Dowagiac Woods in his honor.

Two Extraordinary Bequests



Fred and Melinda Quivik
Rada Radebaugh
Mary Raden
Carol and Stephen Rall
Arlene Rampson
Blair Reamy
John Reed
Dennis and Chris Reineke
Mike and Elizabeth Ren
Paul and Amy Rentz
Tony and Susan Reznicek
Mary Rhodes
Jeff Richards
David and Yolanda Richter
Clarence and Sharon Rickard
Michael and Libby Robold
Dennis and Nancy Roggers
Rocky Roll
Laurel Rooks
Fran Rosen
Kenneth Rosenman

Stephen and Barbara Ross
Joseph L. and Patricia Roti Roti
Judith Royer
Michael Roys and Barbara Hart
Edward Rumer and Margo Benmark
Elizabeth Rutowski
Mary Ryan
Leonard and Joanne Sackett
Christine Samida and Michael MacGregor 
Edward Scharrer
Carol and Melvin Scherpenisse
John Schlansker
Robert Schmid
Manfred and Judith Schmidt
Grayce Scholt
Ed and Lise Schools
Lynn Schram
Edward and Carol Schrand
Rebecca Schultz
Dr. Elizabeth Schultz
Matthias Schultz and Anne Royer

Alan and Marianne Schwartz
Marcia Schwarz
Dennis and Patricia Schwerzler
Lee Ann Scott
Lucinda Sebald and Andrew Van Doren
Ron Sell and Kay Stremler 
Joan Senghas and Nancy Zarkis
Jan and Jim Senneker
Michelle Serreyn
Michael and Cynthia Sevilla
David and Elvera Shappirio
Judy Shatney
Shea Enterprises
Robert Sheap
Shelby Charter Township
Karen and Douglas Sherman
Brad Slaughter
James Smith and Andrea Deagostino 
John and Joann Smith
Kay and William Smith
Ramona Smith
Shawn Snell
Gerald and Ann Sniderman
Snowbound Books
Ted and Alice Soldan
Ioana Sonea and Chris Brown
Donald and Karen Stearns
Bill and Charity Steere
Jeff Stein
Nancy Steiner
Richard and Marilyn Stoops
Elaine Strite
Teresa Strzalkowski
John and Carol Stuht
Karen Svalya
Matt Swanson 
Neal and Sharon Swanson 
Robert and Renee Swanson 
Robert R. Swanson Jr.
Donald Symons
Betty Tableman

John and Mary Tanton
Elinor Taylor
Alan Telford
Bruce and Illene Thal
Richard Thompson
James Timmons
Susan Tomajko
Raymond and Esther Travis
Paul and Barbara Trojan
Joan Uhley and Bob Sacksteder
Thelma Ullrich
Kate Upton
Diane Vale
Phyllis Valentine
Mary Van Heuvelen
Robert Vanderkamp
George and Judi VanHoutte
Jeanne VanOchten
Ken and Carol VanPatten
Richard and Jo Ann Viinikainen
Edward Voss
Robert Walter
Patricia Warrington
Weaver Tile
Will and Joan Weber
Richard and Annette Weiser
Sue Welch
Elizabeth Szufnar
Marshal Wied
Wildtype Design, Native Plants and Seeds
Leslie Wilkey
Clarice Williams
Kay Williams
Shirly and Forrest Wing
Chris Wise
Martha and Robert Wolfe
Wolverine Power Cooperative
Ralph Yakaboski
Yard and Garden Club of Flint
Andrea Zajac
Walter Zarnoch

Thank You to Our Supporters

A Donation of Land
MNA completed several land projects 

during the previous year. We would like 
to thank  all of those who donated land, 
especially the following:

•	 Ken Luneack and the Kenneth R. 
Luneack Living Trust 

•	 Hal Newnan and the Edna S. 
Newnan Trust 

•	 Lyle A. Rizor Living Trust Melvin 
C. Schafer

•	 John B. and Mary Jane Weiss
•	 John Woollam and the J.A. 

Woollam Foundation

Edna Newnan
Past President



	
REVENUE

Dues/Contributions
Investment Income
Investment Gains
Grants Received
Grants Utilized
Publications/Other

TOTAL

EXPENSES*
Stewardship
Education
Land Protection
Membership
Fundraising
Administration
Transfers and other

TOTAL

NET INCREASE
Net Assets 2/28/10
Net Assets 2/28/11

Unrestricted

274,646
130,636
73,676

0
92,214
33,602

604,774

253,786
27,720
82,173

108,066
69,081
61,901 

464

603,191

1,583
303,949
305,532

Board Designated

348,661
0

323,175
0
0
0

671,836

0
0
0
0
0
0

10,000

10,000

661,836
1,499,326
2,161,162

Temporarily 
Restricted

98,061
0

396,883
94,312

(92,214)
0

497,042

0
0
0
0
0
0

40,000

40,000

457,042
369,304
826,346

Permanently 
Restricted 
Endowment

107,852
0
0
0
0
0

107,852

0
0
0
0
0
0

(39,464)

(39,464)

147,316
1,893,357
2,040,673

Permanently 
Restricted 

Land

1,407,000
0
0
0
0
0

1,407,000

0
0
0
0
0
0

(1,000)

(1,000)

1,408,000
8,599,441
10,007,441

TOTAL

2,236,200
130,636
793,734
94,312

0
33,602

3,288,504

253,786
27,720
82,173

108,066
69,081
61,901 
10,000

612,727

2,675,777
12,665,377
15,341,154

* A negative expense, denoted by parentheses, represents an increase in the fund.

Financial Summary

This summary represents MNA revenue and expenses for the fiscal year beginning March 1, 2010 and ending February 28, 
2011. Based on an audit prepared by the independent certified public accounting firm of Layton & Richardson, PC. Copies 
of the audit and the 990 Report to the Internal Revenue Service for 2010 are available upon request. 

Fiscal Year 2010-11
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Steve Kelley
President

Margaret Welsch
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Kurt Jung
Secretary

Jerry Gray
Treasurer 

Aubrey Golden
Trustee-at-Large

Mary Ann Czechowski

Stanley Dole

Debby Igleheart

Gisela Lendle King

Stan Kuchta

Fr. David Neven

Don Reed

Edward Schools

David Sharpe

Karen Weingarden

Garret Johnson   
Executive Director

Paul Steiner   
Operations Director 

David  Pizzuti    
Land Protection Specialist 

Andrew Bacon   
Stewardship Coordinator 

Adrienne Bozic         
Regional Stewardship 
Organizer, U.P. 

Katherine Hollins
Regional Stewardship 
Organizer, Eastern L.P. 

Matt Schultz      
Regional Stewardship 
Organizer, Western L.P.

Matt Hund
Communications Coordinator 

Natalie Kent-Norkowski
Land Protection Technician 

Joelle Humes      
Accreditation Technician 

Laurie Baum    
Administrative Assistant

MNA StaffBoard of Trustees

The purpose of the Michigan Nature Association is to 
acquire, protect and maintain natural areas that contain 
examples of Michigan endangered and threatened 
flora, fauna and other components of the natural 
environment, including habitat for fish, wildlife and 
plants of the state of Michigan and to carry on a program 
of natural history study and conservation education.

Ferns at the Timberland Swamp Nature 
Sanctuary. Photo by John Heck

Mission



MNA’s Network of Nature Sanctuaries

Alcona County
McAlvay Memorial

Alger County 
Handford Memorial
Twin Waterfalls

Allegan County
Allegan Valley
Wade Memorial

Alpena County
Colby
Peter Memorial
Gull Island
Grass Island
Bird Island

Antrim County
Cedar River
Green River

Baraga County
Baraga Old Growth
Lightfoot Bay

Barry County
Thornapple River
Thornapple Lake

Benzie County
Hart

Berrien County
Four Macomb County Ladies
Pepperidge Dunes
Trillium Ravine
Beck Memorial
Butternut Creek

Branch County
Kope Kon

Calhoun County
Campbell Memorial
Pennfield Bog
Fish Lake Bog
Flowering Dogwood

Cass County
Riley-Shurte Woods
Dowagiac Woods
Radebaugh Memorial
Wilding

Chippewa County
Pat Grogan
Munuscong Bay
Lake Superior
Lake Huron Sand Dunes
Zeerip Memorial
Soo Muskeg
Schafer Family at Roach Point
Carlton Lake Wetlands
Harvey’s Rocks
Sand Ridge

Clare County
Alta Warren Parsons Memorial

Clinton County
A Looking Glass Sanctuary

Delta County
Martin Bay
Three Wilderness Islands
Bertha K. Daubendiek Memorial

Genesee County
Dauner Martin
White Cedar Swamps
Save It Creek

Gladwin County
Briggs Cox Memorial

Hillsdale County
Sarah Jane’s
Hobert Memorial
Sand Creek Prairie

Houghton County
Robert Thorson Brown
Rockafellow Memorial
River Bend

Huron County
Sonnenberg Memorial
Saginaw Wetlands
Kernan Memorial

Ingham County
Red Cedar River

Iosco County
Frinks Pond

Jackson County
Columbia
Lefglen

Kalamazoo County
Wilkie Memorial
Flowerfield Creek
Barton Lake
Palmer Memorial

Kent County
Cooper Creek
Coldwater River

Keweenaw County
Dean Webster Memorial
Estivant Pines
Upson Lake
Keweenaw Shores I
Keweenaw Shores II
Klipfel Mem. at Brockway Mntn.
Rooks Mem. at Garden Brook
Hylton Memorial
Gunn Memorial
Grinnell Memorial at Bare Bluff
Eagle Harbor Red Pine Dunes
Cy Clark Memorial
Black Creek
Redwyn’s Dunes
Gratiot Lake Overlook

Lake County
Pere Marquette

Lapeer County
Petite Wetland
Zucker Memorial

Lenawee County
Martin Beland Miller
Robert Powell Memorial
Willow Lake Prairie Slough
Goose Creek Grasslands
River Raisin
Broehl Memorial 1
Broehl Memorial 2

Livingston County
Bullard Lake Fen
Lyle and Mary Rizor
Hudspeth Memorial
Huron River
H.E. Hardy Memorial

Luce County
Two Hearted River
Swamp Lakes Moose Refuge

Mackinac County
Stratton Memorial
Beaver Dam
Fred Dye
Scherer
Epoufette Bay
Struble Memorial
Beavertail Point

Michigan Meridian
Hiawatha

Macomb County
Wilcox Warnes

Marquette County
Braastad
Echo Lake
Myrtle Justeson Memorial

Midland County
Bullock Creek

Monroe County
Swan Creek

Montcalm County
Krum Memorial

Muskegon County
Five Lakes Muskegon

Newaygo County
Karner Blue
Newaygo Prairie

Oakland County
Lambs Fairbanks Nature Haven
Lakeville Swamp
Timberland Swamp
Burr Memorial
Yntema Wildlife Oasis
Rose Center Wetlands
Brandon Township
Morgan Porritt
Big Valley

Oceana County
Genevieve Casey

Ogemaw County
Lost Lake

Ontonagon County
Theodore Hunt Memorial

Osceola County
Osceola Woods

Oscoda County
Kenneth R. Luneack

Otsego County
Frost Pocket

Presque Isle County
Mystery Valley Karst Preserve 

Roscommon County
Leatherleaf Jack Pine Bog
Jackson Memorial

Sanilac County
Birch Creek

Schoolcraft County
Fox River
Huntington Memorial
Walker Memorial
Cedar Lake
Manistique Dune and Swale

Shiawassee County
Shiawassee River

St. Clair County
Leonatti Memorial
Louis G. Senghas
Polovich Memorial
Bertha A. Daubendiek Memorial
Trillium Trail
Galbraith
Ray Memorial
McGaw Memorial
Jasper Woods Memorial
Brennan Memorial
Edna S. Newnan
Alice W. Moore Woods
St. Clair Lakeplain Forest

St. Joseph County
Prairie Banks
White Pigeon River
Sauk Indian Trail
Chen Memorial
Prairie Ronde Savanna

Tuscola County
Wood Duck Domain

Van Buren County
Black River
Hultmark Memorial
Barvicks Sand Dunes
Bankson Lake Bog
Hamilton Twp. Coastal Plain Marsh

Washtenaw County
Joan Rodman Memorial N.S.

Wayne County
Evans Memorial N.S.

You can find an MNA sanctuary near you by 
visiting our website. Most MNA sanctuaries are 
open to the public, however, please remember that 
all MNA sanctuaries are private property and are 
owned and managed by MNA for the protection of 
plants and wildlife in their natural environment.



A photo of a hatchling on a nest 
taken at Jasper Woods Nature 
Sanctuary. Photo by Jason Steel

Michigan Nature Association
326 E. Grand River Avenue

Williamston, MI  48895

T: (866) 223-2231
F: (517) 655-5506

www.michigannature.org


