

Summer Research Technicians (2) – Michigan Oak Savanna Ecological Surveys


The Michigan Nature Association (MNA) is seeking two seasonal Research Field Technicians to work during the summer of 2026 on a project conducting multi-taxa species surveys (primarily plants, birds, & butterflies) and performing ecological integrity assessments on MNA sanctuaries across southern Michigan. This work will take place as part of a research grant funded by the Allen Family Philanthropies and National Science Foundation that seeks to better understand the relationships among above- and below-ground (fungal) biodiversity and conservation practices on oak savanna ecosystems. Technicians will report directly to the Field Crew Lead and will also coordinate with MNA’s Research Project Manager and Science Director and other project partners and MNA Conservation Staff.

The successful candidate will be a highly motivated self-starter with the ability to collect accurate ecological data under a variety of field and weather conditions. Work will require a mix of close interaction and cooperation with other project team members and independent work, so good communication and interpersonal skills as well as the ability to think critically and work independently are important to this position. A personal vehicle may be occasionally required for travel to field sites, with mileage reimbursed by MNA.

MNA is a statewide nonprofit conservation organization established in 1952 and based in Okemos, Michigan. We are a nationally accredited land trust with a mission to protect rare, threatened, and endangered species and imperiled natural communities. MNA protects a vast network of over 180 sanctuaries, totaling over 17,500 acres, in 60 of Michigan’s 83 counties. In addition to land protection, other program areas include habitat restoration and management, conservation research, environmental education, and community engagement. For more information on MNA, please see our website at michigannature.org.

Location: 	Position will be based out of the MNA Office in Okemos, MI. Work will take place at field sites throughout the southern Lower Peninsula, remotely, and in the office depending on project needs. 
Time Commitment: 	Full time (40 h/week) from approximately May 15–August 15, 2026. Work may require occasional overnight travel.
Compensation:     	$17/hour + mileage reimbursement
Supervisor:		Project Field Crew Lead

Key Responsibilities
· Drive to field sites across southern Michigan to establish research plots and carry out field data collection that includes performing ecological integrity assessments and plant, bird, insect, and targeted rare species surveys
· Perform data entry, organization, and processing at the MNA office or remotely
· Maintain and care for equipment including GPS units, bioacoustic monitoring devices, and reference materials




Minimum Qualifications
· Coursework in biology, ecology, environmental interpretation, natural resources management or related fields
· Knowledge of Michigan’s plant and animal species and experience working in and identifying Michigan’s natural communities
· Excellent teamwork and communication skills including ability to effectively interact with volunteers and members of the public
· Willingness and good attitude about sometimes working long hours in uncomfortable field conditions (i.e. mosquitoes, inclement weather, dense vegetation, hiking long distances)
· Ability to learn to use GIS/GPS software programs and equipment 
· Driver’s license and ability to safely drive several hours per day to field sites
· Knowledge of and commitment to MNA’s mission and conservation programs

Desired Qualifications
· Experience accurately collecting detailed ecological or biological data
· Ability to identify Michigan’s natural communities
· Subject matter expertise in plant, insect, and/or avian identification and surveying
· Experience with ESRI’s GIS software, apps, and online platforms, including AGO, ArcPro, ArcMap, and FieldMaps

To Apply:  
Please send a resume, cover letter, and contact information for three professional references to Andrew Myers, MNA Science Director, via email at amyers@michigannature.org.  Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis with applicant review beginning in early February. 
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